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MAIN FEATURES 

In March 1980 savings and trading banks approved a 
combined total of $304.6 million in loans to individuals 
for the construction or purchase of dwellings. This was 
$2.3 million more than in February 1980 and $14.2 
million more than in March 1979. 

In seasonally adjusted terms the total of such loans 
approved in March 1980 was $292.7 million, $14.5 
million more than in February 1980. 

Lo~ns approved by savings and trading banks to 
individuals for the construction of dwellings totalled 
$57.3 million in March 1980, $2.6 million more than in 
February 1980 and $4.9 million more than in March 
1979. 

During March 1980 savings and trading banks approved 
$219.3 million in loans to individuals for the purchase of 
established dwellings. This was $0.4 million more than in 
February 1980 and $13.2 million more than in March 
1979. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

Introduction 
This publication presents statistics of secured 

finance provided by banks to individuals for the 
construction or purchase of dwellings, for owner 
occupation, and details of other selected items relating 
to the provision of housing finance. 

2. While the statistics are described as being for 
calendar months, it should be noted that : 

(a) for trading banks the data relate to the period 
ending on the. second Wednesday of the month 

. follOwing the month stated and may cover 
either a 4 or 5 week period. 

(b) for savings banks the data relate to the period 
ending on either the last Monday (one bank), 
the last Wednesday (seven banks) or the last day 
(five banks) of the month stated and may cover 
either a 4 or 5 week period. For December the 
data for the banks that normally balance on the 
last Wednesday relate to a 3 week period as the 

monthly 'balance date' for these banks was 
brought forward because of the Christmas 
holidays. 

Seasonal adjustment 
3. Details of the methods used in seasonally 
adjusting these series are given in Seasonally Adjusted 
Indicators (1308.0). 

4. Large fluctuations occurring in series as a result 
of irregular influences, such as interest rate changes, are 
not removed by seasonal adjustment. Particular care 
should therefore be taken in interpreting individual 
month-to-month movements. 

Scope 
5. For detailed information on the scope and 
coverage of these statistics and definitions of items refer 
to the July 1979 issue of this publication. 

6. This publication incorporates revisions made to 
previous statistics in this series. 

Related publications 
7. Users may also wish to refer to the following 
publications which contain housing finance statistics 
directly comparable with those published in this 
publication and are available on request: 

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Australia 
(5609.0) (monthly) 

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation 
Permanent Building Societies, Australia (5610.0) 
(monthly). 

8. Current publications produced by the ABS are 
listed in the Catalogue of Publications (1101.0) which is 
available free of charge from any ABS office. 

Symbols and other usages 
n.a. not available 

nil or rounded to zero 
Dwgs number of dwelling units. 

9. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies 
may occur between sums of the component items and 
totals. 

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician 
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TABLE 1 - SAVINGS BANKS - LOANS APPROVED TO INI)IVIDUALS 

PURCHASE OF PURCHASE OF ALTERATIONS 
CONSTRUCTION NEWLY ERECTED ESTABLISHED ANI) ADDITIONS 
OF DWELLINGS DWELLINGS DHELLINGS TOTAL TO DWELL IN!; S 

OHGS SOOO O"GS $000 OWGS $000 OHGS $000 SOOD 

AUSTRALIA 

1979 
FEBRUARY 1,5 all 35,279 980 23,2£t6 6,852 158,521 (3, 332 217,0'+6 8,152 
MAR::H 1,639 38,305 1,023 22,993 6,89,+ 157,862 9,556 219,160 (3, 2£t 8 

APRIL 1,492 34,890 8£t6 19,213 5,943 135,136 8,281 189,239 7,362 
MAY 2,122 49,599 1,097 25,195 7,622 173,£t72 10,8'+1 2£t8,266 <3,236 
JUNE 1,963 46,763 970 22,609 6,610 152,867 1:1, 5'+3 222,239 8,782 

JULY 2,007 ,+8,462 965 22,'347 6,255 144,358 9,227 215,767 8,148 
AUGUST 2,037 50,058 1,151 27.0£t7 7,010 165,,+79 10,198 242,58£t 8,979 
SEPTEMBER 1,824 £t4,492 9'+0 23,460 6,773 150,120 9,537 218,072 7,033 

OCTOBER 1,992 47,951 1,078 26,055 7,070 166,473 10,1£t0 240,/t79 8,776 
NOVEMBER 1,763 43,490 988 23,814 6,585 156,311 9,336 223,615 8,923 
DECEMBER 1,421 34,296 762 17,598 5,360 127,'+90 7,543 179,384 6,330 

1980 
JANUARY 1,770 43,908 964 22,719 7,316 176,7£t0 10,050 243,367 7,82£t 
FEB:tUARY 1,601 39,341 929 21,780 6,9/t/t 167,532 9,47£t 228,653 8,355 
MARCH 1,713 42,421 910 21,547 7,141 171,567 'h764 235,535 8,8'+ 7 

STATES - MARCH 1980 

HOUSES 

N.S.M. 511 13,235 186 5,152 1,729 46,946 2,426 65,333 
VIC. 483 12,932 348 7,333 2,704 64,7£t8 3,535 85,013 
QLD 362 7,383 148 3,073 772 15,501 1,262 25,957 
S. A. 106 2,775 £t6 1,645 603 13,£t72 757 17,892 
W. A. 166 4,660 45 1,116 £t64 10,637 715 16,633 INA) 
TAS. 43 858 40 898 224 £t,668 307 6,42£t 
N. T. 3 39 1 35 22 506 26 580 
A. C. T • 13 355 26 61£t 145 3,320 184 4,289 

TOTAL 1,707 £t2,257 6£t2 19.,866 6,683 159,998 9,232 222,121 

OTHER DWELLINGS 

N.S.H. 20 517 26£t 7,392 284 7,909 
VIC. i 25 6 132 112 2,44£t 119 2,601 
QLO 1 25 24 593 22 465 47 1,083 
S.A. 1 £t8 I) 147 29 652 36 647 
H. A. 1 10 6 118 22 4£t8 29 576 (NA) 

TAS. 2 50 I) 126 8 176 
N. T. 1 30 1 30 
A. C. T • 1 26 4 12£t 3 £t2 8 192 

TOTAL 6 164 68 1,681 458 11,5&9 532 13,414 

TOTAL 

N.S.W. 511 13.235 206 5,669 1,993 5£t,338 2,110 73,2£t2 2.063 
VIC. 484 12,957 354 7,465 2,816 67,192 3,65£t 87,614 5,181 
QLD 363 7,408 172 3,666 794 15,966 1,329 27,040 249 
S. A. 107 2,823 5£t 1,792 632 14,12,+ 793 18,739 509 
W. A. 187 £t,690. 51 1,23£t 506 11,285 7£t'+ 17,209 479 
TAS. 43 858 £t2 9£t8 230 ,. t 79'+ 315 6,600 251 
N. T. 4 69 1 35 22 506 27 610 3 
A. C. T. 14 381 30 738 148 3,3&2 192 4,£t81 112 

TOTAL 1,713 42, '+21 910 21,547 7,141 171,567 9,764 235,535 8,8ft 1 
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TABLE 2 • TRADING BANKS - LOANS APPROVED TO INOIVIDUALS 

PURCHASE OF PURCHASE OF A '-TE RATI ONS 
CONST RUCTION NEWLY ERECTED ESTABLISHED AN'l ADDITIONS 
OF DWELLINGS DWElLINGS DWELLINGS TOTAL TI) OWELLINIiS 

OWGS SOOO OWGS so 00 DWGS $DOO DWGS $000 $000 

AUSTRALIA 

1979 
FEBRUARY 713 13,697 434 9,080 2,801 54,162 3,948 76,939 15,662 
MARCH 776 14,146 428 8,861 2,613 48,216 3,817 71,223 15,911 

APRIL 726 13,962 346 6,195 2,376 43,976 3,448 64,133 14,767 
MAY 895 16,981 472 8,937 2,90& 52,351 4,273 78,269 18,973 
JUNE 721 14,274 336 6,745 2,183 38,997 3,240 60,016 14,317 

JULY 758 14,751 364 7,439 2,243 41,797 3,365 63,987 14,632 
AUGUST 910 18,422 428 7,985 2,95& 56,304 4,294 82,111 19.,214 
SEPTEMBER 147 13,633 362 6,731 2,318 43,367 3,427 63,731 16,51t8 

OCTOBER 1,011 18,299 458 9,069 3,048 56,110 4,517 83,478 22,854 
NOVEMBER 704 12,313 311 5,563 2,451 43,613 3,466 61,489 18,127 
DECEMBER 509 9,262 243 4,302 1,884 33,866 2,636 47,430 11.,717 

1980 
JAN\JARY 736 13,506 317 6,214 2,815 53,550 3,868 73,270 17,988 
FEBRUARY 760 15,396 347 6,899 2,666 51,356 3,773 73,651 17,412 
MARCH 712 14,891 319 6.,435 2,472 47,717 3,503 69,043 16,454 

STATES - HARCH 1980 

HOUSES 

N.S.W. 263 5,886 82 1.,481 882 17,520 1,227 24,887 
VIC. 85 1,535 37 1,131 419 7,586 541 10,252 
QLD 93 1,585 45 779 335 5,523 473 7.,881 
S.A. 117 2,822 77 1,967 298 6,783 492 11,572 
W.A. 89 2,049 23 293 218 3,827 330 6,169 (NA) 
TAS. 17 202 3 63 44 819 64 1,084 
N. T. 8 140 1 15 16 210 25 365 
A.c.r. 8 79 12 150 32 673 52 902 

TOTAL 680 14,298 280 5,879 2,2104 42,941 3,204 63,118 

OTHER DWELLINGS 

N.S.W. 9 170 13 102 131 2,872 153 3,144 
VIC. ,. 68 5 60 25 486 34 614 
QlD 7 64 15 269 34 744 56 1,077 
S. A. 2 45 2 55 15 289 19 389 
W. A. 8 181 2 45 14 222 24 448 CNA' 
TAS. 1 15 2 40 3 55 
N. T. 4 82 4 82 
A. C. r. 1 50 2 25 3 41 6 116 

TOTAL 32 593 39 556 228 4,776 299 5,925 

TOTAL 

N. S.I4;. 272 6,056 95 1,583 1,013 20,392 1,380 28,031 7,61t5 
VIC. 89 1,603 42 1,191 444 8,072 575 10,866 3,718 
QlO 100 1,649 60 1,048 369 6,267 529 8.,964 1,669 
S.A. 119 2,861 79 2.,022 313 7,072 511 11,961 1,172 
W.A. 97 2,230 25 338 232 4,049 354 6,611 1,350 
TAS. 18 217 3 63 46 859 67 1,139 31t6 
N. T. 8 140 1 15 20 292 29 447 254 
A.c.r. 9 129 14 115 35 714 58 1,018 300 

TOTAL 712 14,891 319 6,435 2.,472 47,711 3,503 69,043 16,454 
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